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DSM Airport surpasses 2 million passengers in one year for first
time

A A

The so-called “Southwest effect” has apparently taken flight in Des Moines.

For the first time in its history, Des Moines International Airport surpassed 2 million
passengers in 2012, airport officials said Friday and they are crediting, at least in part, the
arrival of Southwest Airlines.

“What we are seeing is the effect of competition in the Des Moines market that came with
the introduction of Southwest and other carriers competing with them,” said Don Smithey,
the airport’s executive director. “It’s having a profound effect on the airport.”

Experts say that competition has had a ripple effect on regional airports, as well.

Airport industry analyst Sheri Ernico of California-based LeighFisher, said two major
factors, including the state’s relatively healthy economy and the recapturing of passengers
from other regional airports like Kansas City and Omaha, likely combined to make 2012
an historic year for Des Moines.

Omaha’s Eppley Airfield reported a 4.1 percent dip in year-over-year traffic in November.
Kansas City International Airport’s traffic dipped 8.55 percent that same month.

Meanwhile, Iowa’s largest commercial airport had its best month of the year when year-
over-year traffic increased 14.1 percent in November, the most recent month with
statistics available from all three airports.

“This is huge for Des Moines,” Ernico said. “When you think about what is happening
around the country, they are outperforming the rest of the country.”

Available seats in Des Moines increased steadily throughout 2012, as airlines reduced the
number of smaller jets at the airport and replaced them with higher-capacity aircraft. Seat
capacity is an industry measurement that reflects confidence in a market.

The airport nearly eclipsed the 2 million passenger mark in 2004, falling just 10,000
passengers shy of the mark. The economic downturn killed any momentum, however, and
the numbers dropped. By the time Don Smithey came onboard as executive director after

Recommend
26

Tweet 0 Marco Santana
Marco Santana writes about
technology and entrepreneurship
for the Des Moines Register's
business desk. Marco can be
reached at
msantana@dmreg.com or on
Twitter via @marcosantana.

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

     .

SEARCHFEATURED: Politics Metromix Juice Photos Video Blogs Newsletter sign-up DealChicken

News Sports Business Entertainment Life Communities Opinion Obituaries

JOBS CARS HOMES APARTMENTS CLASSIFIEDS SHOP ADVERTISE LOG IN SUBSCRIBE ACTIVATE E-NEWSPAPER HELP

http://blogs.desmoinesregister.com/dmr/index.php/author/marco-santana
http://blogs.desmoinesregister.com/dmr/index.php/category/business/des-moines-business-and-economy
http://blogs.desmoinesregister.com/dmr/index.php/category/business/technology-in-iowa
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
http://www.dsmairport.com/
http://www.leighfisher.com/consultant/sheri-ernico
http://www.leighfisher.com/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs.desmoinesregister.com%2Fdmr%2Findex.php%2F2013%2F01%2F11%2Fdsm-airport-surpasses-2-million-passengers-in-one-year-for-first-time%2Farticle%3Fnclick_check%3D1&text=DSM%20Airport%20surpasses%202%20million%20passengers%20in%20one%20year%20for%20first%20time%20%7C%20Des%20Moines%20Register%20Staff%20Blogs&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fdmreg.co%2FVPZocH
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs.desmoinesregister.com%2Fdmr%2Findex.php%2F2013%2F01%2F11%2Fdsm-airport-surpasses-2-million-passengers-in-one-year-for-first-time%2Farticle%3Fnclick_check%3D1&text=DSM%20Airport%20surpasses%202%20million%20passengers%20in%20one%20year%20for%20first%20time%20%7C%20Des%20Moines%20Register%20Staff%20Blogs&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fdmreg.co%2FVPZocH
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs.desmoinesregister.com%2Fdmr%2Findex.php%2F2013%2F01%2F11%2Fdsm-airport-surpasses-2-million-passengers-in-one-year-for-first-time%2Farticle%3Fnclick_check%3D1&text=DSM%20Airport%20surpasses%202%20million%20passengers%20in%20one%20year%20for%20first%20time%20%7C%20Des%20Moines%20Register%20Staff%20Blogs&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fdmreg.co%2FVPZocH
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fdmreg.co%2FVPZocH
http://www.printfriendly.com/print/v2?url=http://blogs.desmoinesregister.com/dmr/index.php/2013/01/11/dsm-airport-surpasses-2-million-passengers-in-one-year-for-first-time/article
http://www.printfriendly.com/print/v2?url=http://blogs.desmoinesregister.com/dmr/index.php/2013/01/11/dsm-airport-surpasses-2-million-passengers-in-one-year-for-first-time/article
javascript:void(null);
http://blogs.desmoinesregister.com/dmr/index.php/author/marco-santana
mailto:msantana@dmreg.com
http://www.twitter.com/marcosantana
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/politics
http://desmoines.metromix.com/
http://dmjuice.desmoinesregister.com/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/photos
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/videos
http://blogs.desmoinesregister.com/dmr/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/newsletters
http://www.dealchicken.com/des-moines-ia?source=IP|nav|dealchickenfeatured
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/news
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/news
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/sports
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/sports
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/business
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/business
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/entertainment
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/entertainment
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/life
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/life
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/comm
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/comm
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/opinion
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/opinion
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/obituaries
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/obituaries
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/jobs
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/cars
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/homes
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/apartments
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/classifieds
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/shopping
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/ezclassifieds
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/como?screen=login
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/subscription-options
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/como?screen=account-lookup
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/enewspaper
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/help


DSM Airport surpasses 2 million passengers in one year for first time | Des Moines Register Staff Blogs

http://blogs.desmoinesregister.com/dmr/index.php/2013/01/11/dsm-airport-surpasses-2-million-passengers-in-one-year-for-first-time/article?nclick_check=1[1/14/2013 10:23:05 AM]

YOU MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN

Police: Daughter misplaces mother’s $16,000 wedding
ring while shopping (Des Moines Register)

Jared Barnett and C.J. Morgan to leave Iowa State
football team | Des Moines Register Staff Blogs (Des
Moines Register)

Iowa state worker fired after errors in work at crime
lab (Des Moines Register)

Police seize large marijuana grow, arrest 5 (Des
Moines Register)

Woman reports kidnapping at gunpoint after vehicle
collision (Des Moines Register)

Man arrested after convenience store robbery (Des
Moines Register)

SPONSORED LINKS

The 10 Worst Hotels and Motels in America (The
Fiscal Times)

Matt Lauer's Possible Firing from Today Show (First to
Know)

13 Things Your Child's Teacher Won't Tell You
(Reader's Digest)

Snake on a plane: Python clings to wing during flight
 (Fox News)

Drive to These 8 Beautiful Waterfalls NOT Named
Niagara (AARP.org)

Inside Las Vegas’ Mob Museum (Commercial
Integrator)

being lured out of retirement in 2010, the airport was down to roughly 1.7 million
passengers per year.

Iowa Department of Transportation’s Tim McClung said the rebound began after his
department conducted a study that showed Des Moines was losing a large part of its
passengers to Kansas City and Omaha.

“Hats off to them, they have done a great job,” said McClung, the planning and outreach
manager for IDOT’s office of aviation. “It’s a great milestone to reach.”

Tags: Des Moines International Airport, don smithey, Iowa Department of Transportation
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I have a hard time believing that Des Moines is really outperforming the rest of the airports around the
country to that extent...I think it has a lot to do with the fact that for the first time in forever, the other
airlines that operate out of Des Moines aren't in a market where they can afford to gouge the passenger,
because of the new discount heavyweight that has moved in. In other words, the Southwest Effect.
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